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China’s Use of Power Towards Taiwan:
The Characteristics and Changes of the
Xi Jinping Administration

Madoka Fukuda

Professor, Faculty of Law, Hosei University/
Visiting scholar, Hoover Institution, Stanford University

[Abstract]

The different forms of power that China can exercise externally
has attracted attention in recent international politics, and Taiwan
is at the forefront of resisting China’s power. This paper analyzes
China’s power against Taiwan by focusing on the social relations that
power works through (interaction between China and Taiwan or social
relations of constitution) and the specificity of the social relations
(direct or diffuse), while classifying these powers into four types:
compulsory power, institutional power, structural power, or productive
power. This paper then analyzes the features of Xi Jinping’s usage of
power towards Taiwan and points out the following three points. First,
differing from Hu Jintao, Xi Jinping has a strong tendency to prefer
the exercise of direct power. Second, China’s direct power against
Taiwan has led to a strengthening of the U.S. participation in Taiwan’s
security, while the structure of a new Cold War has become a reality.
Third, although Taiwan has succeeded in suppressing the effects of
China’s power in the 2020 presidential election campaign, it does
not mean that China’s power against Taiwan has declined as a whole.
Therefore, it is important to understand structurally how Xi Jinping’s

China uses its power towards Taiwan.

Keywords: Power, The Cross-Strait Relations, China’s Diplomacy, Xi
Jinping
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